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Thank you very much.

1996 Election
Q. Mr. President, Newt Gingrich

yesterday——
Q. Mr. President, Dole says he may make

a renewed effort in California. Do you believe
the race in California has tightened within 10
points?

The President. Well, I can’t answer that ques-
tion. I don’t know. But I will say this: If Cali-
fornia is to become a battleground in the last
3 weeks of the election, that is something that
I would welcome, because I believe the people
there are fundamentally fair-minded and for-
ward-looking. And when I became President,
California had the weakest economy in the
country. Since I’ve been President, they’ve had
to endure earthquakes and fires and floods. And
in spite of all of that, they have shown a remark-
able turnaround in so many areas, and I’m very
proud of the partnership we have had.

No administration in history has worked as
hard on so many fronts to make so much
progress as we have. So if that’s going to be
the issue for the last 3 weeks, I would be happy
to engage in that discussion, and I believe I
know how it will come out.

Q. What are you going to do if Bob Dole
goes negative?

The President. I can’t—I’m going to do what
I always do. I’m preparing to do my debate,
to answer whatever questions may be asked. As
I understand it, the people who are coming
are picked from undecided voters, a fairly small

percentage of people who still have questions
on their minds. Whatever they ask I’ll do my
best to answer. But Senator Dole will decide
his strategy, and I will decide mine, and we’ll
see what the people have to say afterwards.
There’s nothing else to say.

I look forward to it, just as I looked forward
to the last one, and the most important thing,
I hope, is that it will be something that people
will feel better about when it’s over. Many peo-
ple said to me after the last debate that they
thought that it had been fundamentally positive
and that people had really learned from the
debate what the differences between us are and
what practical impact that would have in the
next 4 years. That’s all any of us could hope
for, and that’s what I hope will come out of
this debate.

Thank you.
Q. What’s your reaction to Newt Gingrich,

sir?
Q. Mr. President, you said FBI numbers show

lowest crime rate, but here in Albuquerque
we’ve had a record number of homicides.

Q. Any comment on Newt Gingrich?
The President. It’s election time.
Q. It’s a waste of time, did you say?
The President. It’s election time, I said.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. outside
the Holiday Inn Pyramid Hotel. S. 2078, approved
October 14, was assigned Public Law No. 104–
307. A portion of the exchange could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Executive Order To
Revise Procedures for Processing Export License Applications
October 12, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In order to take additional steps with respect

to the national emergency described and de-
clared in Executive Order 12924 of August 19,
1994, and continued on August 15, 1995, and
August 14, 1996, necessitated by the expiration
of the Export Administration Act on August 20,
1994, I hereby report to the Congress that pur-
suant to section 204(b) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.

1703(b) (‘‘the Act’’), I have today exercised the
authority granted by the Act to issue an Execu-
tive order (a copy of which is attached) to revise
the existing procedures for processing export li-
cense applications submitted to the Department
of Commerce.

The new Executive order relates to my deci-
sion to transfer certain commercial communica-
tions satellites and jet engine hot-section tech-
nology from the United States Munitions List
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administered by the Department of State to the
Commerce Control List administered by the
Department of Commerce. Specifically, when I
made that decision I also decided to amend
Executive Order 12981 of December 5, 1995,
which set forth procedures for the interagency
review and disposition of dual-use export license
applications.

The new Executive order is designed to pro-
vide that the first-level license determination for
the affected commercial communications sat-
ellites and jet engine hot-section technology
would be made by majority vote, instead of by
the Chair of the Operating Committee of the
Advisory Committee on Export Policy. This

change assures that national security and foreign
policy considerations will be fully taken into ac-
count with respect to license processing in these
two sectors.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 15. The Executive order of Oc-
tober 12 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks on the Second Annual Report on Television Violence and an
Exchange With Reporters in Albuquerque
October 15, 1996

The President. Good afternoon. I want to
thank Dr. Cole for being here today and for
the extensive study that he has conducted. I
want to thank Senator Paul Simon and the ex-
ecutives of the four major networks who agreed
that this study should be done and then saw
to it that it was done.

Nothing is more important than strengthening
our families and helping our parents to teach
their children good values. We know that tele-
vision can be a positive force or a destructive
force in the lives of our children. Every parent
knows that exposure to TV violence can be
numbing and send the wrong message to their
kids. And parents whose children grew up
watching programs like ‘‘Sesame Street,’’ as our
daughter did, know that television can teach as
well as entertain.

Parents need our help to protect their chil-
dren from harmful or inappropriate forces from
outside the home and help them pass on their
values to their children. This is something our
administration cares deeply about. Tipper Gore
sounded the first alarm almost a decade ago
in her book ‘‘Raising PG Kids In An X-Rated
Society.’’ And Hillary wrote eloquently about
this in her book. Today’s comprehensive report
shows that where broadcast television is con-
cerned we are moving measurably in the right
direction, away from violence and toward more

programming for children. We have a long way
to go, but we are making progress for our chil-
dren.

The study notes several positive trends over
the past year, including a decrease in the num-
ber of TV series and made-for-TV movies with
frequent violence; fewer broadcasts of violent
films originally released in theaters; fewer chil-
dren’s series with sinister combat violence; an
increase in the use of advisories about violence.
The picture is not all bright. Theatrical movies
are still the most violent programs when they’re
broadcast on television. Even promotional ads
for these films are violent. Some primetime spe-
cials have begun to feature real and staged ani-
mal attacks. Emerging broadcast networks are
showing a higher percentage of violent shows.

So there is work still to be done. But this
work has been begun, and it is bearing fruit.
Everyone has a responsibility in bringing this
kind of change: parents, the entertainment in-
dustry, government, each of us as individuals.
Step by step, working together, our administra-
tion, especially the Vice President and I, have
worked to make television better for our fami-
lies, since my first year in office when I com-
mended the leaders of broadcast television for
their decision to include parental advisories on
violence. We have challenged the entertainment
industry to find their way back to family pro-
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